
AP World History: Modern, 2019-20
COURSE PURPOSE: Advanced Placement World History: Modern is the College Board college-level survey course that introduces students to world civilizations and cultures. It now begins with the year 1200 and moves on to events into the present. 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: The purpose of the AP course is to develop greater understanding of global historical processes and contrasts viewed against the interaction of different types of human societies. The course highlights the changes in international framework, their causes and consequences, as well as comparisons among major societies. The course emphasizes relevant factual knowledge used in conjunction with leading interpretive issues, types of historical evidence, and appropriate analytical skills. Rather than focusing on continents or states, we study cultural regions or civilizations. Periodization, or how we structure past eras, forms the organizing principal for dealing with change and continuity. Themes provide further organization to the course, along with constant attention to contacts among societies that form the core of world history. 
STUDENT ENROLLMENT, PERFORMANCE, AND EVALUATION 
Students who take this course should realize that AP courses are taught and graded at the college level; they significantly exceed the demands and expectations for typical high school courses. But the class is truly manageable and I am aware that you have three other classes and extracurriculars. Those who do well with me can succeed with similar AP classes.

A. Reading
There is NO substitute for reading. All studies show that truly talented and gifted students read and read well. And the one single ingredient to remedy low grades and low performance is to read. Other aspects of preparation enhance learning and understanding, but a student MUST read to be prepared. And you cannot read too much.

B. Notebooks 
Students are expected to keep a class notebook and a notebook that will be used for handouts.

C. Exam Format and Grading 
All exams will have multiple choice questions with four answer choices in a set period of time.  The other portion of the test will consist of an long-essay question (LEQ) and a short-answer question (SAQ).

D. The May National Exam 
The AP National exam is in May. It is comprehensive covering material from the entire year. To prepare, students should participate in optional after-school review sessions, form student study groups, and work the AP Review Packet. Final responsibility for preparing and passing the exam is of course the student’s. 
The single most important contributor to student success is whether he/she completes each reading assignment and its accompanying work. There is no substitute.

Do the reading faithfully. Reading is assigned for each class period. At first it may seem time consuming and difficult, but practice makes perfect! And you will be reading much more in any future college class than what I assign.

Do not worry about your grade unless it is failing. This is a college course and universities know the difference on transcripts between regulars and Advanced Placement classes. University Admissions will tell you they would rather see a “C” in an AP than an “A” in a regular class. 

Form and join an informal study group with students in the same class. These are very successful. The military academies and many superior universities require students to form groups and pair up. And when you are together, study! The group is not a substitute for reading or the work, but two heads are often better than one. This also allows you to get missing notes. And exchange phone numbers so you can call each other if need be. Also, talk over what you read and studied with parents. The more a student discusses something, the better you will understand it.

Complete all writing assignments. In that one-half of the AP grade is writing, you must be able to write if you want to pass.  
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Grade Breakdown
Tests:  Tests will consist of multiple choice and essay and will cover several chapters at a time.

Papers/Projects:  1st semester students will have to write a 8-12 page research paper and read a book and write a paper.  2nd semester students will have the genocide project and do an oral presentation on a person in world history.  

Essays:  Students will be given topics on nearly a weekly basis to write about in class.  These are designed to increase their writing skills and prepare them for the AP exam.

Homework:  Homework is due at the end of each unit or when assigned.

Quizzes:  There will be unannounced quizzes each week on the readings for the week.  The quizzes are designed to ensure that students are keeping up with the reading.  These quizzes will generally consist of 6 or 7 questions, of which only 5 will count.  For example, a student could miss 1 on a 6 question quiz and still earn a one hundred because that 1 question was dropped.
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AP World History highlights six overarching themes that serve as unifying themes and should receive approximately equal attention throughout the course.

1. Humans and the environment: The environment shapes human societies, and as populations grow and change, these populations in turn shape their environments.

2. Cultural development and interactions: The development of ideas, beliefs and religions illustrates how groups in society view themselves and the interactions of societies and their beliefs often have political, social and cultural implications.
3. Governance: A variety of internal and external factors contribute to state formation, expansion, and decline. Governments maintain order through a variety of administrative institutions, policies and procedures, and governments obtain, retain ad exercise power in different ways and for different purposes.
4. Economic systems: As societies develop, they affect and are affected by the ways that they produce, exchange and consume goods and services.
5. Social interactions and organization: The process by which societies group their members and the norms that govern the interactions between these groups and between individuals influence political, economic and cultural institutions and organization.
6. Technology and innovation: Human adaptation and innovation have resulted in increased efficiency, comfort, and security, and technological advances have shaped human development and interactions with both intended and unintended consequences.
COURSE SCHEDULE

Introduction

Discussion of various world religions

Understanding of geography of the world

Examining various important world landmarks

Writing skill workshops

Unit 1: The Global Tapestry c. 1200 to c. 1450

1.1 Developments in East Asia from c. 1200 to c. 1450

1.2 Developments in Dar al-Islam from c. 1200 to c. 1450

1.3 Developments in South and Southeast Asia from c. 1200 to c. 1450

1.4 State building in the Americas

1.5 State building in Africa

1.6 Developments in Europe from c. 1200 to c. 1450

1.7 Comparison in the Period from c. 1200 to c. 1450

Unit 2: Networks of Exchange c. 1200 to c. 1450

2.1 The Silk Roads

2.2 The Mongol Empire and the Making of the Modern World

2.3 Exchange in the Indian Ocean

2.4 Trans-Saharan Trade Routes

2.5 Cultural Consequences of Connectivity

2.6 Environmental Consequences of Connectivity

2.7 Comparison of Economic Exchange

Unit 3: Land-Based Empires c. 1450 – c. 1750

3.1 Empires Expand

3.2 Empires: Administration

3.3 Empires: Belief Systems

3.4 Comparisons in Land-Based Empires

Unit 4: Transoceanic Interconnections c. 1450 – c. 1750

4.1 Technological Innovations from 1450 to 1750

4.2 Exploration: Causes and Events from 1450 to 1750

4.3 Columbian Exchange

4.4 Maritime Empires Established

4.5 Maritime Empires Maintained and Developed

4.6 Internal and External Challenges to State Power from 1450-1750

4.7 Changing Social Hierarchies from 1450 to 1750

4.8 Continuity and Change from 1450 to 1750

Unit 5: Revolutions c. 1750 to c. 1900

5.1 The Enlightenment 
5.2 Nationalism and Revolutions in the Period from 1750 to 1900

5.3 Industrial Revolution Begins

5.4 Industrialization Spreads in the Period from 1750 to 1900

5.5 Technology of the Industrial Age

5.6 Industrialization: Government’s Role from 1750 to 1900

5.7 Economic Developments and Innovations in the Industrial Age

5.8 Reactions to the Industrial Economy from 1750 to 1900

5.9 Society and the Industrial Age

5.10 Continuity and Change in the Industrial Age

Unit 6: Consequences of Industrialization c. 1750 to c. 1900

6.1 Rationales for Imperialism from 1750 to 1900

6.2 State Expansion from 1750 to 1900

6.3 Indigenous Responses to State Expansion from 1750 to 1900

6.4 Global Economic Development from 1750 to 1900

6.5 Economic Imperialism from 1750 to 1900

6.6 Causes of Migration in an Interconnected World

6.7 Effects of Migration

6.8 Causation in the Imperial Age

Unit 7: Global Conflict c. 1900 to the present

7.1 Shifting Power After 1900

7.2 Causes of World War I

7.3 Conducting World War I

7.4 The Economy in the Interwar Period

7.5 Unresolved Tensions After World War I

7.6 Causes of World War II

7.7 Conducting World War II

7.8 Mass Atrocities After 1900

7.9 Causation in Global Conflict

Unit 8: Cold War and Decolonization c. 1900 to the present

8.1 Setting the Stage for the Cold War and Decolonization

8.2 The Cold War

8.3 Effects of the Cold War

8.4 Spread of Communism after 1900

8.5 Decolonization after 1900

8.6 Newly Independent States

8.7 Global Resistance to Established Order After 1900

8.8 End of the Cold War

8.9 Causation in the Age of the Cold War and Decolonization

Unit 9: Globalization c. 1900 to the present
9.1 Advances in Technology and Exchange after 1900

9.2 Technological Advances and Limitations After 1900: Disease

9.3 Technological Advances: Debates About the Environment After 1900

9.4 Economics in the Global Age

9.5 Calls for Reform and Responses After 1900

9.6 Globalized Culture After 1900

9.7 Resistance to Globalization After 1900

9.8 Institutions Developing in a Globalized World

9.9 Continuity and Change in a Globalized World

Course Activities and Assignments:
The same general schedule will be followed for each unit:

· Time will be dedicated to independent reading of course assignments

· Time will be devoted to a group discussion of a reading or content topic

· Time will be reserved for lecture

· Time will be set aside for project research and work (this will vary depending on unit)

· Time will be reserved for assessment, which will include frequent quizzes, unit tests, and practice writing document-based essays, comparative essays and change and continuity over time essays

Throughout the course, instruction in AP exam taking skills and strategies as well as essay writing skills and strategies pertinent to the AP exam will be discussed and practiced.


